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In 1812, New Hampshire shopkeeper Timothy M. Joy abandoned his young family, fleeing the creditors who
threatened to imprison him. Within days, he found himself in a Massachusetts jailhouse, charged with
defamation of a prominent politician. During the months of his incarceration, Joy kept a remarkable journal
that recounts his personal, anguished path toward spiritual redemption. Martin J. Hershock situates Joy's
account in the context of the pugnacious politics of the early republic, giving context to a common citizen's
perspective on partisanship and the fate of an unfortunate shopkeeper swept along in the transition to market
capitalism.

In addition to this close-up view of an ordinary person's experience of a transformative period, Hershock
reflects on his own work as a historian. In the final chapter, he discusses the value of diaries as historical
sources, the choices he made in telling Joy's story, alternative interpretations of the diary, and other contexts
in which he might have placed Joy's experiences. The appendix reproduces Joy's original journal so that
readers can develop their own skills using a primary source.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Anderson:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve A New England Prison Diary: Slander,
Religion, and Markets in Early America will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if
you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored.
It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or
suited book with you?

Margaret Wynkoop:

The event that you get from A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide within the words the more you get serious
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but A New England Prison Diary:
Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this
book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this particular A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America
instantly.

Elton Williams:

The particular book A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets in Early America has a lot
info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert King:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can
know everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This publication A New England Prison Diary: Slander, Religion, and Markets
in Early America was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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