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Epic in scope, precise in detail, and heart-breaking in its human drama, Former People is the first book to
recount the history of the aristocracy caught up in the maelstrom of the Bolshevik Revolution and the
creation of Stalin's Russia. Filled with chilling tales of looted palaces and burning estates, of desperate flights
in the night from marauding peasants and Red Army soldiers, of imprisonment, exile, and execution, it is the
story of how a centuries'-old elite, famous for its glittering wealth, its service to the Tsar and Empire, and its
promotion of the arts and culture, was dispossessed and destroyed along with the rest of old Russia.

Yet Former People is also a story of survival and accommodation, of how many of the tsarist ruling
class—so-called "former people" and "class enemies"—overcame the psychological wounds inflicted by the
loss of their world and decades of repression as they struggled to find a place for themselves and their
families in the new, hostile order of the Soviet Union. Chronicling the fate of two great aristocratic
families—the Sheremetevs and the Golitsyns—it reveals how even in the darkest depths of the terror, daily
life went on.

Told with sensitivity and nuance by acclaimed historian Douglas Smith, Former People is the dramatic
portrait of two of Russia's most powerful aristocratic families, and a sweeping account of their homeland in
violent transition.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Roberts:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy.

Carol Hamilton:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many
people to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Former People: The
Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know
this.

Debra Capone:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book Former People: The Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy it is very good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book.
Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses
high quality.

Cathie Moss:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Former People: The Final Days of the Russian
Aristocracy can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have matter that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Former People: The
Final Days of the Russian Aristocracy.
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