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"It isaliving museum of along-gone Jewish life and, supposedly, atestimony to the success of the French
model of socia integration. It isacommuna home where gay men and women are said to stand in defiance
of the French model of social integration. It is a place of freedom and tolerance where people of color and
leshians nevertheless feel unwanted and where young Zionists from the suburbs gather every Sunday and
sometimes harass Arabs. It isahot topic in the press and on television. It is open to the world and open for
business. It is a place to be seen and a place of invisibility. It islike ahome to me, a place where | feel both
safe and out of place and where my father felt comfortable and alienated at the sametime. It is a place of
nostalgia, innovation, shame, pride, and anxiety, where the local and the global intersect for better and for
worse. And for better and for worsg, it is a French neighborhood." ?from My Father and |

Mixing personal memoir, urban studies, cultural history, and literary criticism, aswell as a generous
selection of photographs, My Father and | focuses on the Marais, the oldest surviving neighborhood of Paris.
It also beautifully reveals the intricacies of the relationship between a Jewish father and a gay son, each
claiming the same neighborhood as his own. Beginning with the history of the Marais and its significance in
the construction of a French national identity, David Caron proposes a rethinking of community and looks at
how Jews, Chinese immigrants, and gays have made the Marais theirs.

These communities embody, in their engagement of urban space, a daily challenge to the French concept of
universal citizenship that denies them all political legitimacy. Caron moves from the strictly French context
to more theoretical issues such as social and political archaism, immigration and diaspora, survival and
haunting, the public/private divide, and group friendship as metaphor for unruly and dynamic forms of
community, and founding disasters such as AIDS and the Holocaust. Caron also tells the story of hisfather, a
Hungarian Jew and Holocaust survivor who immigrated to France and once called the Marais home.
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From reader reviews:
Elizabeth Parker:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be alife style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one
using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typicaly the My Father and I: The Marais and the
Queerness of Community is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Dani€l Ellis:

Precisely why? Because this My Father and |: The Marais and the Queerness of Community is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the
secret thisinside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing
way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So, itisgood for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If | have been you |
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Patricia McGuire:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. My Father and |: The Marais and the Queerness of Community can be
your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.

Oliver Lyle:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book My Father and I: The Marais and
the Queerness of Community to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the idea about book and studying especialy. It isto be initialy opinion for you to like to start a
book and study it. Beside that the reserve My Father and I: The Marais and the Queerness of Community can
to be anewly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of that time.
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