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Polarization is at an all-time high in the United States. But contrary to popular belief, Americans are
polarized not so much in their policy preferences as in their feelings toward their political opponents: To an
unprecedented degree, Republicans and Democrats simply do not like one another. No surprise that these
deeply held negative feelings are central to the recent (also unprecedented) plunge in congressional
productivity. The past three Congresses have gotten less done than any since scholars began measuring
congressional productivity.

           

In Why Washington Won’t Work, Marc J. Hetherington and Thomas J. Rudolph argue that a contemporary
crisis of trust—people whose party is out of power have almost no trust in a government run by the other
side—has deadlocked Congress. On most issues, party leaders can convince their own party to support their
positions. In order to pass legislation, however, they must also create consensus by persuading some portion
of the opposing party to trust in their vision for the future. Without trust, consensus fails to develop and
compromise does not occur. Up until recently, such trust could still usually be found among the opposition,
but not anymore. Political trust, the authors show, is far from a stable characteristic. It’s actually highly
variable and contingent on a variety of factors, including whether one’s party is in control, which part of the
government one is dealing with, and which policies or events are most salient at the moment.

Political trust increases, for example, when the public is concerned with foreign policy—as in times of
war—and it decreases in periods of weak economic performance. Hetherington and Rudolph do offer some
suggestions about steps politicians and the public might take to increase political trust. Ultimately, however,
they conclude that it is unlikely levels of political trust will significantly increase unless foreign concerns
come to dominate and the economy is consistently strong.
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From reader reviews:

Christy Fowler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Why Washington Won't Work:
Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studies in American Politics) publication
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone
who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing
skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization,
Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studies in American Politics) as good book not just by the
cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Billy Taylor:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have
that. What you are related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Why Washington Won't Work:
Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis (Chicago Studies in American Politics). This book that
is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Gail Cote:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing
Crisis (Chicago Studies in American Politics) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this
point, many ways to get book you wanted.

Casey Russell:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.



Therefore , this Why Washington Won't Work: Polarization, Political Trust, and the Governing Crisis
(Chicago Studies in American Politics) can make you feel more interested to read.
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