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In 1941, philosopher and poet Gendun Chopel (1903-51) sent a large manuscript by ship, train, and yak
across mountains and deserts to his homeland in the northeastern corner of Tibet. He would follow it five
years later, returning to his native land after twelve yearsin Indiaand Sri Lanka. But he did not receive the
welcome he imagined: he was arrested by the government of the regent of the young Dalai Lama on
trumped-up charges of treason. He emerged from prison three years later a broken man and died soon after.

Gendun Chopel was a prolific writer during his short life. Y et he considered that manuscript, which he titled
Grains of Gold, to be hislife’swork, one to delight his compatriots with tales of an ancient Indian and
Tibetan past, while alerting them to the wonders and dangers of the strikingly modern land abutting Tibet's
southern border, the British colony of India. Now available for the first time in English, Grains of Goldisa
unique compendium of South Asian and Tibetan culture that combines travel ogue, drawings, history, and
ethnography. Gendun Chopel describes the world he discovered in South Asia, from the ruins of the sacred
sites of Buddhism to the Sanskrit classics he learned to read in the original. He is also sharply, often
humorously critical of the Tibetan love of the fantastic, bursting one myth after another and finding fault
with the accounts of earlier Tibetan pilgrims. Exploring awide range of cultures and religions central to the
history of the region, Gendun Chopel is eager to describe all the new knowledge he gathered in his travels to
his Buddhist audiencein Tibet.

At once the account of the experiences of atragic figure in Tibetan history and the work of an extraordinary

scholar, Grains of Gold is an accessible, compelling work animated by a sense of discovery of both a distant
past and a strange present.
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From reader reviews:
Claude Gonzalez:

Now aday folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Grains of Gold: Tales of a Cosmopolitan
Traveler (Buddhism and Modernity) book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

John Vandorn:

Why? Because this Grains of Gold: Tales of a Cosmopolitan Traveler (Buddhism and Modernity) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking way. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | were being you | will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Sandra Bryson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Grains of Gold: Tales of a Cosmopolitan
Traveler (Buddhism and Modernity) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Grains of Gold: Tales
of a Cosmopolitan Traveler (Buddhism and Modernity) as good book not merely by the cover but also with
the content. Thisis one book that can break don't evaluate book by itsinclude, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Cindi Russl:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because al of this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. Grains of Gold: Tales of a Cosmopolitan Traveler (Buddhism and
Modernity) can be your answer asit can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.
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