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A visionary selection from one of America's foremost poets

One of the most distinctive voices in contemporary American poetry, Christian Wiman has forged a singular
style that fuses a vivid and propulsive music with clear-eyed realism, wry humor, and visionary lament. In
his"daring and urgent” (The New York Times Book Review) memoir, My Bright Abyss, he asks, "What is
poetry’ s role when the world is burning?' Hammer Isthe Prayer: Selected Poems might be read as an
answer to that question.

From the taut forms of hisfirst book to the darker, more jagged fluencies of his second, into the bold and
pathbreaking poems of his last two collections, Hammer |Isthe Prayer bears the reckless, restless
interrogations and the slashing lyric intensity that distinguish Wiman's verse. But it also reveals the dramatic
and narrative abilities for which he has been widely praised--the junkyard man in "Five Houses Down" with
his "wonder-cluttered porch" and "the eyesore opulence/ of hisfive partial cars," or the tragicomic character
in"Being Serious' who suffers "the world'sidiocy / like asaint its pains." Wiman's work makes reality more
availableto us, so that we might more readily salvage it and ourselves.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Hickox:

The reason? Because this Hammer Is the Prayer: Selected Poemsis an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who al write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
interior easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you alot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So,
still want to delay having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the book store hurriedly.

Pat Billings:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
Hammer Isthe Prayer: Selected Poems your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Hammer |s the Prayer: Selected Poems giving you an additional
experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better lifein
this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare
time activity?

Kevin Mabry:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well asto make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
at thistime there but nothing reading significantly. Any students fedl that reading is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. Aswe know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Hammer Is the Prayer: Selected Poems can make you redly feel
more interested to read.

Dale Randolph:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Hammer Is the Prayer: Selected Poems we can get more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Hammer |Is the Prayer: Selected



Poems. Y ou can more inviting than now.
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