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The end of apartheid in 1994 signaled a moment of freedom and a promise of a nonracial future. With this
promise came an injunction: define yourself as you truly are, as an individual, and as a community. Almost
two decades later it is clear that it was less the prospect of that future than the habits and horizons of anxious
life in racially defined enclaves that determined postapartheid freedom. In this book, Thomas Blom Hansen
offers an in-depth analysis of the uncertainties, dreams, and anxieties that have accompanied postapartheid
freedoms in Chatsworth, a formerly Indian township in Durban. Exploring five decades of township life,
Hansen tells the stories of ordinary Indians whose lives were racialized and framed by the township, and how
these residents domesticated and inhabited this urban space and its institutions, during apartheid and after.

Hansen demonstrates the complex and ambivalent nature of ordinary township life. While the ideology of
apartheid was widely rejected, its practical institutions, from urban planning to houses, schools, and religious
spaces, were embraced in order to remake the community. Hansen describes how the racial segmentation of
South African society still informs daily life, notions of race, personhood, morality, and religious ethics. He
also demonstrates the force of global religious imaginings that promise a universal and inclusive community
amid uncertain lives and futures in the postapartheid nation-state.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa nevertheless doesn't
forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Don Gonzales:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Melancholia
of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa offer you a new experience in reading a
book.

Carolyn Bailey:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South
Africa was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Debra McGregor:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Melancholia of Freedom: Social Life in an Indian Township in South Africa when you necessary it?
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