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In Skin Acts, Michelle Ann Stephens explores the work of four iconic twentieth-century black male
performers—Bert Williams, Paul Robeson, Harry Belafonte, and Bob Marley—to reveal how racial and
sexual difference is both marked by and experienced in the skin. She situates each figure within his cultural
moment, examining his performance in the context of contemporary race relations and visual regimes.
Drawing on Lacanian psychoanalysis and performance theory, Stephens contends that while black skin is
subject to what Frantz Fanon called the epidermalizing and hardening effects of the gaze, it is in the flesh
that other—intersubjective, pre-discursive, and sensuous—forms of knowing take place between artist and
audience. Analyzing a wide range of visual, musical, and textual sources, Stephens shows that black
subjectivity and performativity are structured by the tension between skin and flesh, sight and touch,
difference and sameness.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Thomas:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis,
and the Black Male Performer will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Karen Rodriguez:

The experience that you get from Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male
Performer giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this
specific Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer instantly.

Donna Layne:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and the Black Male Performer.

Norma Brier:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Skin Acts: Race, Psychoanalysis, and
the Black Male Performer can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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