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Now associated with family health clubs, the YMCA's bland image is the result of relentless outreach and the
studied avoidance of controversy. But, as John Gustav-Wrathall shows in his revealing social history of the
organization, the life of the YMCA has been filled with strife, tragedy, and irony, a life that itself reflects the
struggle over the shifting societal mores regarding masculine friendship and intimacy. Take the Young
Stranger by the Hand presents the YMCA as an institution of profound contradictions, reflective of society's
views of same-sex love and sexuality.

"Gustav-Wrathall's book offers an in-depth history of the origins and purposes of the Young Men's Christian
Association and how it evolved into—and out of—a gay playland."—Arnie Kantrowitz, Lambda Book
Report

"The book's absorbing exploration of the sometimes schismatic, sometimes synergistic relationship between
spirituality and sexuality is a fascinating addition to the growing body of social history."—Jim Van Buskirk,
San Francisco Bay Guardian
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From reader reviews:

Jane Cuellar:

The book Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago Series
on Sexuality, History, and Society) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex
Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society)? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and
the YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Pipkin:

This book untitled Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago
Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Kim Nielsen:

The reason why? Because this Take the Young Stranger by the Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA
(The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Roger Richmond:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Take the Young Stranger by the
Hand: Same-Sex Relations and the YMCA (The Chicago Series on Sexuality, History, and Society) is simple
to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.



You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.
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