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Tracing its distant origins to the villa of the Roman emperor Hadrian in the second century AD, the eccentric
phenomenon of the ornamental hermit enjoyed its heyday in the England of the eighteenth century It was at
this time that it became highly fashionable for owners of country estates to commission architectural follies
for their landscape gardens. These follies often included hermitages, many of which still survive, often in a
ruined state.

Landowners peopled their hermitages either with imaginary hermits or with real hermits - in some cases the
landowner even became his own hermit. Those who took employment as garden hermits were typically
required to refrain from cutting their hair or washing, and some were dressed as druids. Unlike the hermits of
the Middle Ages, these were wholly secular hermits, products of the eighteenth century fondness for
'pleasing melancholy'.

Although the fashion for them had fizzled out by the end of the eighteenth century, they had left their
indelible mark on both the literature as well as the gardens of the period. And, as Gordon Campbell shows,
they live on in the art, literature, and drama of our own day - as well as in the figure of the modern-day
garden gnome.

This engaging and generously illustrated book takes the reader on a journey that is at once illuminating and
whimsical, both through the history of the ornamental hermit and also around the sites of many of the
surviving hermitages themselves, which remain scattered throughout England, Scotland, and Ireland. And for
the real enthusiast, there is even a comprehensive checklist, enabling avid hermitage-hunters to locate their
prey.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Torres:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial Rome to Ornamental
Gnome.

Linda Monge:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial Rome
to Ornamental Gnome was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial Rome
to Ornamental Gnome is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship
with the book The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial Rome to Ornamental Gnome. You never experience
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Harry Branham:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial
Rome to Ornamental Gnome as the daily resource information.

Omar Lamm:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Hermit in the
Garden: From Imperial Rome to Ornamental Gnome that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you are able to pick The Hermit in the Garden: From Imperial Rome to Ornamental Gnome



become your own personal starter.
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