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In this unique biography of Thomas Jefferson, leading journalist and social critic Christopher Hitchens offers
a startlingly new and provocative interpretation of our Founding Father. Situating Jefferson within the
context of America's evolution and tracing his legacy over the past two hundred years, Hitchens brings the
character of Jefferson to life as a man of his time and also as a symbolic figure beyond it.

Conflicted by power, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence and acted as Minister to France yet
yearned for a quieter career in the Virginia legislature. Predicting that slavery would shape the future of
America's development, this professed proponent of emancipation elided the issue in the Declaration and
continued to own human property. An eloquent writer, he was an awkward public speaker; a reluctant
candidate, he left an indelible presidential legacy.

Jefferson's statesmanship enabled him to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase with France, doubling the size of
the nation, and he authorized the Lewis and Clark expedition, opening up the American frontier for
exploration and settlement. Hitchens also analyzes Jefferson's handling of the Barbary War, a lesser-known
chapter of his political career, when his attempt to end the kidnapping and bribery of Americans by the
Barbary states, and the subsequent war with Tripoli, led to the building of the U.S. navy and the fortification
of America's reputation regarding national defense.

In the background of this sophisticated analysis is a large historical drama: the fledgling nation's struggle for
independence, formed in the crucible of the eighteenth-century Enlightenment, and, in its shadow, the
deformation of that struggle in the excesses of the French Revolution. This artful portrait of a formative
figure and a turbulent era poses a challenge to anyone interested in American history -- or in the ambiguities
of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Kimmel:

The book Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Thomas Jefferson (Eminent
Lives) to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve
Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Charles Wright:

This Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) can bring any time you
are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even telephone. This Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) having excellent arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Lien Fugate:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lillie Corley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This guide Thomas Jefferson (Eminent Lives) was filled in relation to science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide.
In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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