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The varying fortunes of the obstinate and fiercely contested struggles with the Dutch for maritime and
commercial supremacy in the days of the Commonwealth and the Restoration are familiar to all readers of
English history, and especially of English naval history. Never did English seamen fight better than in these
Dutch wars, and never did they meet more redoubtable foes. The details of the many dogged contests marked
by alternate victory and defeat are now more or less unintelligible save to the expert in the naval strategy and
tactics of the times, but legends have grown round the story of Martin Tromp sailing down the Channel with
a broom at his mast-head, and of the exploit of Michael de Ruyter in burning the English ships at Chatham,
which are never likely to be forgotten. The names of these two famous seamen are probably better known to
Englishmen than those of any of the contemporary English admirals save that of Robert Blake alone. This
fact should bespeak for the attempt that is here made to trace the causes and the growth of the Anglo-Dutch
rivalry at sea and in commerce, which culminated in the collision between Blake and Tromp off Dover on
May 29, 1652, and the declaration of war that followed. It has been my object in these Ford Lectures to treat
of the relations between England and the United Provinces during the half-century that preceded the first
outbreak of hostilities, and to make it clear that these wars of 1652-4, 1665-7, 1672-4 were the inevitable
outcome of a long-continued clashing of interests, which were of fundamental importance and indeed vital to
the welfare of both nations.
The first half of the seventeenth century was one of the most critical periods in English history. In any
account of the reigns of the first two sovereigns of the House of Stewart political and religious questions of
primary significance thrust themselves into the foreground of a picture full of deepening dramatic interest,
with the result that other questions, apparently subordinate but in reality closely bound up with the national
destinies, have been either relegated to the background or wholly overlooked and neglected. It has been so in
regard to the questions dealt with in these pages.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

This Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century book is simply not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read
a lot of information you will get. That Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century
without we recognize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
always be worry Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century can bring any time
you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even phone. This Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century having great
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Carmel Smith:

Here thing why that Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content from it which is
the content is as delightful as food or not. Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth
Century giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
guide that similar with Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century. It gives you
thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in
your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of
Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century in e-book can be your choice.

Linda Banks:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them is this Anglo-Dutch
Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century.

Michelle Seidl:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you have when



the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually
Anglo-Dutch Rivalry during the First Half of the Seventeenth Century.
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