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Since the earliest days of colonial America, the relationship between cotton and the African-American
experience has been central to the history of the republic. America's most serious social tragedy, slavery and
its legacy, spread only where cotton could be grown. Both before and after the Civil War, blacks were
assigned to the cotton fields while a pervasive racial animosity and fear of a black migratory invasion caused
white Northerners to contain blacks in the South.

Gene Dattel's pioneering study explores the historical roots of these most central social issues. In telling
detail Mr. Dattel shows why the vastly underappreciated story of cotton is a key to understanding America's
rise to economic power. When cotton production exploded to satiate the nineteenth-century textile industry's
enormous appetite, it became the first truly complex global business and thereby a major driving force in
U.S. territorial expansion and sectional economic integration. It propelled New York City to commercial
preeminence and fostered independent trade between Europe and the United States, providing export capital
for the new nation to gain its financial "sea legs" in the world economy. Without slave-produced cotton, the
South could never have initiated the Civil War, America's bloodiest conflict at home.

Mr. Dattel's skillful historical analysis identifies the commercial forces that cotton unleashed and the
pervasive nature of racial antipathy it produced. This is a story that has never been told in quite the same way
before, related here with the authority of a historian with a profound knowledge of the history of
international finance. With 23 black-and-white illustrations.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled Cotton and
Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power? Maybe it is for being best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Seth Sutherland:

The actual book Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to
read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Alma Brady:

The book untitled Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic Power contain
a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
go through.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is Cotton and Race in the Making of America: The Human Costs of Economic
Power. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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