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Muslims and Matriarchs is a history of an unusual, probably heretical, and ultimately resilient cultural
system. The Minangkabau culture of West Sumatra, Indonesia, is well known as the world's largest
matrilineal culture; Minangkabau people are also Muslim and famous for their piety. In this book, Jeffrey
Hadler examines the changing ideas of home and family in Minangkabau from the late eighteenth century to
the 1930s.

Minangkabau has experienced a sustained and sometimes violent debate between Muslim reformists and
preservers of indigenous culture. During a protracted and bloody civil war of the early nineteenth century,
neo-Wahhabi reformists sought to replace the matriarchate with a society modeled on that of the Prophet
Muhammad. In capitulating, the reformists formulated an uneasy truce that sought to find a balance between
Islamic law and local custom. With the incorporation of highland West Sumatra into the Dutch empire in the
aftermath of this war, the colonial state entered an ongoing conversation. These existing tensions between
colonial ideas of progress, Islamic reformism, and local custom ultimately strengthened the matriarchate.

The ferment generated by the trinity of oppositions created social conditions that account for the
disproportionately large number of Minangkabau leaders in Indonesian politics across the twentieth century.
The endurance of the matriarchate is testimony to the fortitude of local tradition, the unexpected flexibility of
reformist Islam, and the ultimate weakness of colonialism. Muslims and Matriarchs is particularly timely in
that it describes a society that experienced a neo-Wahhabi jihad and an extended period of Western
occupation but remained intellectually and theologically flexible and diverse.
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From reader reviews:

Terrance Allen:

The book Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a
book Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism? A few of
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural
Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Arlie Carrillo:

This Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Muslims and
Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism can be one of several great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person
with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Muslims
and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Grady Meraz:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is this Muslims and
Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and Colonialism.

Brian Register:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.



You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
your requirements is Muslims and Matriarchs: Cultural Resilience in Indonesia through Jihad and
Colonialism this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of
you.
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