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In Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress, Robert McGuire and Philip Coelho integrate biological and
economic perspectives into an explanation of the historical development of humanity and the economy,
paying particular attention to the American experience, its history and development. In their path-breaking
examination of the impact of population growth and parasitic diseases, they contend that interpretations of
history that minimize or ignore the physical environment are incomplete or wrong.
The authors emphasize the paradoxical impact of population growth and density on progress. An increased
population leads to increased market size, specialization, productivity, and living standards. Simultaneously,
increased population density can provide an ecological niche for pathogens and parasites that prey upon
humanity, increasing morbidity and mortality. The tension between diseases and progress continues, with
progress dominant since the late 1800s.
Integral to their story are the differential effects of diseases on different ethnic (racial) groups. McGuire and
Coelho show that the Europeanization of the Americas, for example, was caused by Old World diseases
unwittingly brought to the New World, not by superior technology and weaponry. The decimation of Native
Americans by pathogens vastly exceeded that caused by war and human predation.
The authors combine biological and economic analyses to explain the concentration of African slaves in the
American South. African labor was more profitable in the South because Africans' evolutionary heritage
enabled them to resist the diseases that became established there; conversely, Africans' ancestral heritage
made them susceptible to northern "cold-weather" diseases. European disease resistance and susceptibilities
were the opposite regionally. Differential regional disease ecologies thus led to a heritage of racial slavery
and racism.
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From reader reviews:

Sam Grimes:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and
Economic Development (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing
we know about how is important a book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic
Development (MIT Press). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Margaret Burton:

The book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave the great thing like a book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development
(MIT Press)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Parasites,
Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a e-
book. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Hupp:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and
Economic Development (MIT Press) ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Parasites, Pathogens,
and Progress: Diseases and Economic Development (MIT Press) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and
Economic Development (MIT Press). You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Ruth Brown:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book Parasites, Pathogens, and Progress: Diseases and Economic
Development (MIT Press) was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge



about your technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know
how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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