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An absorbing investigation of chimpanzee language and communication by a young primatologist

While working as a zookeeper with a group of semi-wild chimpanzees living on an island, primatologist
Andrew Halloran witnessed an event that would cause him to become fascinated with how chimpanzees
communicate complex information and ideas to one another. The group he was working with was in the
middle of a yearlong power battle in which the older chimpanzees were being ousted in favor of a younger
group. One day Andrew carelessly forgot to secure his rowboat at the mainland and looked up to see it
floating over to the chimp island. In an orchestrated fashion, five ousted members of the chimp group quietly
came from different parts of the island and boarded the boat. Without confusion, they sat in two perfect rows
of two, with Higgy, the deposed alpha male, at the back, propelling and steering the boat to shore. The
incident occurred without screams or disorder and appeared to have been preplanned and communicated.
Since this event, Andrew has extensively studied primate communication and, in particular, how this group
of chimpanzees naturally communicated. What he found is that chimpanzees use a set of vocalizations every
bit as complex as human language. The Song of the Ape traces the individual histories of each of the five
chimpanzees on the boat, some of whom came to the zoo after being wild-caught chimps raised as pets,
circus performers, and lab chimps, and examines how these histories led to the common lexicon of the group.

Interspersed with these histories, the book details the long history of scientists attempting (and failing) to
train apes to use human grammar and language, using the well-known and controversial examples of Koko
the gorilla, Kanzi the bonobo, and Nim Chimsky the chimpanzee, all of whom supposedly were able to
communicate with their human caretakers using sign language.

Ultimately, the book shows that while laboratories try in vain to teach human grammar to a chimpanzee,
there is a living lexicon being passed down through the generations of each chimpanzee group in the wild.
Halloran demonstrates what that lexicon looks like with twenty-five phrases he recorded, isolated, and
interpreted while working with the chimps, and concludes that what is occurring in nature is far more
fascinating and miraculous than anything that can be created in a laboratory.

The Song of the Ape is a lively, engaging, and personal account, with many moments of humor as well as the
occasional heartbreak, and it will appeal to anyone who wants to listen in as our closest relatives converse.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The
Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Ethelyn Allen:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Song of the Ape:
Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees to read.

Stephanie Bush:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Song of the Ape: Understanding
the Languages of Chimpanzees book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Kathryn Cortez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Song of the Ape: Understanding the Languages of Chimpanzees can
make you sense more interested to read.
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