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Stretching 215 miles from its source in Gloucestershire, through England’s capital and across to the North
Sea, the River Thames has always enticed swimmers.

From bathing kings to splashing school children, intrepid wild swimmers to international athletes, this
famous river has long been a favourite.  But it was the Victorian era that saw the birth of organised river
racing with the launch of the long distance amateur championship of Great Britain. 

Soon floating baths were built in London; people swam at official bathing pools and islands at Oxford,
Reading and Henley, dived off pontoons at Kingston and played at temporary lidos in Richmond. By the
1930s the Thames had become a top holiday spot for families with beaches at the Tower of London,
Greenwich and Grays. Then in 1957 the river was declared biologically dead, organised racing was largely
over, and swimming in the Thames was seen as dangerous.

 Yet today we have returned to the river in numbers not seen for a long time, some drawn by the thrill of wild
swimming, others to compete in annual racing events. Now Caitlin Davies recounts the history of swimmers
and the Thames, telling the stories of legends like Annette Kellerman and Matthew Webb, forgotten
champions such as Agnes Beckwith and Lily Smith, as well as modern day charity swimmers and sport stars.

Downstream explores the changing nature of swimmers’ relationship with the river, featuring previously
unpublished archive images, and asks why it is that swimmers still love the Thames.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Flanagan:

The reserve with title Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the River Thames includes a lot
of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today.
That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Joseph Fulkerson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming
the River Thames it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book.
We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can
buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is
not to cover but this book has high quality.

Travis Pope:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of
book Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the River Thames. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Faye Springer:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Downstream: A History and Celebration of
Swimming the River Thames to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise
is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Downstream: A History and Celebration of Swimming the
River Thames can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must
you're doing of the time.
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