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One of the most eccentric and accomplished politicians in all of American history, John Randolph
(1773–1833) led a life marked by controversy. The long-serving Virginia congressman and architect of
southern conservatism grabbed headlines with his prescient comments, public brawls, and clashes with every
president from John Adams to Andrew Jackson. The first biography of Randolph in nearly a century, John
Randolph of Roanoke provides a full account of the powerful Virginia planter’s hard-charging life and his
impact on the formation of conservative politics.

The Randolph lineage loomed large in early America, and Randolph of Roanoke emerged as one of the most
visible—and certainly the most bombastic—among his clan. A colorful orator with aristocratic manners, he
entertained the House of Representatives (and newspaper readers across the country) with three-hour-long
speeches on subjects of political import, drawing from classical references for his analogies, and famously
pausing to gain “courage” from a tumbler at his side. Adept at satire and uncensored in his verbal attacks
against colleagues, he invited challenges to duel from those he offended; in 1826, he and the then–secretary
of state Henry Clay exchanged gunfire on the banks of the Potomac.

A small-government Jeffersonian in political tastes, Randolph first entered Congress in 1799. As chairman of
the powerful Ways and Means Committee he memorably turned on President Jefferson, once and for all, in
1805, believing his fellow Virginian to have compromised his republican values. As a result, Randolph led
the “Old Republicans,” a faction that sought to restrict the role of the federal government.

In this rich biography, David Johnson draws upon an impressive array of primary sources—Randolph’s
letters, speeches, and writings—previously unavailable to scholars. John Randolph of Roanoke tells the story
of a young nation and the unique philosophy of a southern lawmaker who defended America’s agrarian
tradition and reveled in his own controversy.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

The book John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book John Randolph
of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series)? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Roseann Flowers:

Here thing why this John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with John
Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For anyone
who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of John Randolph of Roanoke
(Southern Biography Series) in e-book can be your option.

Roberta Granger:

The e-book with title John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) has lot of information that you
can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new information the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Paul Frazier:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be read. John Randolph of Roanoke (Southern Biography Series) can be your answer as it can be read
by you who have those short free time problems.
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