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An irresistible journey of discovery, science, history, and myth making, told through the lives and
afterlives of seven famous human ancestors

Over the last century, the search for human ancestors has spanned four continents and resulted in the
discovery of hundreds of fossils. While most of these discoveries live quietly in museum collections, there
are a few that have become world-renowned celebrity personas—ambassadors of science that speak to public
audiences. In Seven Skeletons, historian of science Lydia Pyne explores how seven such famous fossils of
our ancestors have the social cachet they enjoy today.

Drawing from archives, museums, and interviews, Pyne builds a cultural history for each celebrity
fossil—from its discovery to its afterlife in museum exhibits to its legacy in popular culture. These seven
include the three-foot tall “hobbit” from Flores, the Neanderthal of La Chapelle, the Taung Child, the
Piltdown Man hoax, Peking Man, Australopithecus sediba, and Lucy—each embraced and celebrated by
generations, and vivid examples of how discoveries of how our ancestors have been received, remembered,
and immortalized. 

With wit and insight, Pyne brings to life each fossil, and how it is described, put on display, and shared
among scientific communities and the broader public. This fascinating, endlessly entertaining book puts the
impact of paleoanthropology into new context, a reminder of how our past as a species continues to affect, in
astounding ways, our present culture and imagination.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Colby McCray:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils.

Bethany Christiansen:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the
World's Most Famous Human Fossils will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking
best book or appropriate book with you?

Sondra Spencer:

This Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we
can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book
that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Willie Adams:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Seven Skeletons: The Evolution of the World's Most Famous Human Fossils offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.
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