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With her pistols loaded she went aboard
And by her side hung a glittering sword
In her belt two daggers, well armed for war
Was this female smuggler
Was this female smuggler who never feared a scar.

If a "hen frigate" was any ship carrying a captain's wife, then a "she captain" is a bold woman distinguished
for courageous enterprise in the history of the sea. "She captains," who infamously possessed the "bodies of
women and the souls of men," thrilled and terrorized their shipmates, doing "deeds beyond the valor of
women." Some were "bold and crafty pirates with broadsword in hand." Others were sirens, too, like the
Valkyria Princess Alfhild, whom the mariners made rover-captain for her beauty. Like their male
counterparts, these astonishing women were drawn to the ocean's beauty -- and its danger.

In her inimitable, yarn-spinning style, award-winning historian Joan Druett tells us what life was like for the
women who dared to captain ships of their own, don pirates' garb, and perform heroic and hellacious deeds
on the high seas. We meet Irish raider Grace "Grania" O'Malley -- sometimes called "the bald Grania"
because she cut her hair short like a boy's -- who commanded three galleys and two hundred fighting men.
Female pirates Anne Bonny and Mary Read were wanted by the law. Armed to the teeth with cutlasses and
pistols, they inspired awe and admiration as they swaggered about in fancy hats and expensive finery, killing
many a man who cowered cravenly before them.

Lovelorn Susan "Put on a jolly sailor's dress/And daubed her hands with tar/To cross the raging sea/On board
a man of war" to be near her William. Others disguised themselves for economic reasons. In 1835, Ann Jane
Thornton signed on as a ship's steward to earn the fair wage of nine dollars per month. When it was
discovered that she was a woman, the captain testified that Jane was a capital sailor, but the crew had been
suspicious of her from the start, "because she would not drink her grog like a regular seaman."

In 1838, twenty-two-year-old Grace Darling led the charge to rescue nine castaways from the wreck of the
Forfarshire (the Titanic of its day). "I'll save the crew!" she cried, her courageous pledge immortalized in a
torrent of books, songs, and poems. Though "she captains" had been sailing for hundreds of years by the turn
of the twentieth century, Scotswoman Betsey Miller made headlines by weathering "storms of the deep when
many commanders of the other sex have been driven to pieces on the rocks."

From the warrior queens of the sixth century B.C. to the women shipowners influential in opening the
Northwest Passage, Druett has assembled a real-life cast of characters whose boldness and bravado will
capture popular imagination. Following the arc of maritime history from the female perspective, She
Captains' intrepid crew sails forth into a sea of adventure.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Washington:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book She Captains: Heroines and Hellions of the Sea
will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think that open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they
are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Kim McLoughlin:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even an issue. What people must be consider whenever those
information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is suitable
to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you understand it
as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not happen
inside you if you take She Captains: Heroines and Hellions of the Sea as the daily resource information.

Lorraine Prinz:

This book untitled She Captains: Heroines and Hellions of the Sea to be one of several books that will best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason to you to past this guide from your list.

Daniel McDonald:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is referred to as of book She Captains: Heroines and Hellions of the Sea. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to
read. It is most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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