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Mago pointed to a spot on the dirt floor and reminded me that my umbilical cord was buried there. “That
way,” Mami told the midwife, “no matter where life takes her, she won’t ever forget where she came from.”

Then Mago touched my belly button . . . She said that my umbilical cord was like a ribbon that connected me
to Mami. She said, “It doesn’t matter that there’s a distance btween us now. That cord is there forever.”

When Reyna Grande’s father leaves his wife and three children behind in a village in Mexico to make the
dangerous trek across the border to the United States, he promises he will soon return from “El Otro Lado”
(The Other Side) with enough money to build them a dream house where they can all live together. His
promises become harder to believe as months turn into years. When he summons his wife to join him, Reyna
and her siblings are deposited in the already overburdened household of their stern, unsmiling grandmother.

The three siblings are forced to look out for themselves; in childish games they find a way to forget the pain
of abandonment and learn to solve very adult problems. When their mother at last returns, the reunion sets
the stage for a dramatic new chapter in Reyna’s young life: her own journey to “El Otro Lado” to live with
the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her long-absent father.

In this extraordinary memoir, award-winning writer Reyna Grande vividly brings to life her tumultuous early
years, capturing all the confusion and contradictions of childhood, especially one spent torn between two
parents and two countries. Elated when she feels the glow of her father’s love and approval, Reyna knows
that at any moment he might turn angry or violent. Only in books and music and her rich imaginary life does
she find solace, a momentary refuge from a world in which every place feels like “El Otro Lado.”

The Distance Between Us captures one girl’s passage from childhood to adolescence and beyond. A funny,
heartbreaking, lyrical story, it reminds us that the joys and sorrows of childhood are always with us, invisible
to the eye but imprinted on the heart, forever calling out to us of those places we first called home.
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From reader reviews:

Aaron Ryan:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to reading a
reserve. The book The Distance Between Us: A Memoir it is very good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

David Briggs:

Exactly why? Because this The Distance Between Us: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Houston Estes:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Distance Between Us: A Memoir was
colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Distance Between Us: A Memoir has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any
it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading this.

Gerard Norman:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the The Distance Between Us: A Memoir when you necessary it?
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