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Visions of Empire explores film's function as a medium of political communication, recognizing not just the
propaganda film, but the various ways that conventional narrative films embody, question, or critique
established social values underlying American attitudes toward historical, social, and political events.
Stephen Prince discusses Hollywood film productions of the 1980s in terms of salient political issues of the
period, including anxieties about declining U.S. military power, the wars in Central America and the
prospects for U.S. intervention, the legacy of the Vietnam War, and urban decay. In analyzing these images
and narratives, the author also describes and evaluates the cinematic styles available in the Hollywood
tradition to filmmakers who address political issues.

Chapter 1 establishes the theoretical framework by considering features of the political landscape of the
Reagan era. Theories about political representation and the place of ideology in film are also examined.
Chapters 2 through 5 focus on the major cycles of political films. Chapter 2 examines the new Cold War
films which played upon fears of the Soviet menace (Rambo, Invasion USA, Red Dawn, and Top Gun).
Chapter 3 discusses the small group of films--Under Fire, Salvador, El Norte and others--that addressed the
wars in Latin America and the ways they explained the origins of the conflicts and the U.S. role therein.
Various histories and mythologies on film of the Vietnam War are examined in Chapter 4 as examples of the
symbolic reconstruction of social memory. Chapter 5 looks at politicized science fiction films (Blade
Runner, Aliens, Robocop, and Total Recall) offering critical commentaries on the pathologies of
contemporary urban society and capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

James Gabriel:

This Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers
(Paperback)) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Visions of Empire: Political Imagery
in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers (Paperback)) without we understand teach the one who
reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Visions of
Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers (Paperback)) can bring
whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in
the lovely laptop even phone. This Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film
(Washington Papers (Paperback)) having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Jamey Norton:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Visions of Empire:
Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers (Paperback)) suitable to you? The
particular book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Visions of Empire: Political
Imagery in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers (Paperback))is the main one of several books
in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Holly Walker:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of
them is this Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers
(Paperback)).

George Hoffman:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This specific book Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in



Contemporary American Film (Washington Papers (Paperback)) was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book Visions of Empire: Political Imagery in Contemporary American
Film (Washington Papers (Paperback)) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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