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Why do humans, uniquely among animals, cooperate in large numbers to advance projects for the common
good? Contrary to the conventional wisdom in biology and economics, this generous and civic-minded
behavior is widespread and cannot be explained simply by far-sighted self-interest or a desire to help close
genealogical kin.

In A Cooperative Species, Samuel Bowles and Herbert Gintis--pioneers in the new experimental and
evolutionary science of human behavior--show that the central issue is not why selfish people act generously,
but instead how genetic and cultural evolution has produced a species in which substantial numbers make
sacrifices to uphold ethical norms and to help even total strangers.

The authors describe how, for thousands of generations, cooperation with fellow group members has been
essential to survival. Groups that created institutions to protect the civic-minded from exploitation by the
selfish flourished and prevailed in conflicts with less cooperative groups. Key to this process was the
evolution of social emotions such as shame and guilt, and our capacity to internalize social norms so that
acting ethically became a personal goal rather than simply a prudent way to avoid punishment.

Using experimental, archaeological, genetic, and ethnographic data to calibrate models of the coevolution of
genes and culture as well as prehistoric warfare and other forms of group competition, A Cooperative Species
provides a compelling and novel account of how humans came to be moral and cooperative.
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From reader reviews:

Amy Dixon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution. Try to
face the book A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution as your good friend. It means
that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Eric Graves:

The book A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book A
Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution? Several of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution has simple shape
but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Cleveland Bolton:

You can get this A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Cynthia Johnson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as
of book A Cooperative Species: Human Reciprocity and Its Evolution. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier
to read. It is most important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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