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Orangutans swing from Kevlar-lined fire hoses. Giraffes feast on celebratory birthday cakes topped with
carrots instead of candles. Hi-tech dinosaur robots growl among steel trees, while owls watch animated
cartoons on old television sets. In American Zoo, sociologist David Grazian takes us on a safari through the
contemporary zoo, alive with its many contradictions and strange wonders.

Trading in his tweed jacket for a zoo uniform and a pair of muddy work boots, Grazian introduces us to
zookeepers and animal rights activists, parents and toddlers, and the other human primates that make up the
zoo’s social world. He shows that in a major shift away from their unfortunate pasts, American zoos today
emphasize naturalistic exhibits teeming with lush and immersive landscapes, breeding programs for
endangered animals, and enrichment activities for their captive creatures. In doing so, zoos blur the
imaginary boundaries we regularly use to separate culture from nature, humans from animals, and
civilization from the wild. At the same time, zoos manage a wilderness of competing priorities—animal care,
education, scientific research, and recreation—all while attempting to serve as centers for conservation in the
wake of the current environmental and climate-change crisis. The world of the zoo reflects how we project
our own prejudices and desires onto the animal kingdom, and invest nature with meaning and sentiment.

A revealing portrayal of comic animals, delighted children, and feisty zookeepers, American Zoo is a
remarkable close-up exploration of a classic cultural attraction.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Rochelle:

The book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book American Zoo: A
Sociological Safari? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book American Zoo: A
Sociological Safari has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear
the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Duncan Houghton:

American Zoo: A Sociological Safari can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Most of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing American Zoo: A Sociological
Safari although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial imagining.

Hoa Gilkey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this American Zoo: A Sociological Safari guide
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt American Zoo: A Sociological Safari as good
book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Ronald Tanaka:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book American Zoo: A Sociological Safari. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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