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In Guarding Cultural Memory, Flora González Mandri examines the vibrant and uniquely illuminating post-
Revolutionary creative endeavors of Afro-Cuban women. Taking on the question of how African diaspora
cultures practice remembrance, she reveals the ways in which these artists restage the confrontations between
modernity and tradition.

González Mandri considers the work of the poet and cultural critic Nancy Morejón, the poet Excilia Saldaña,
the filmmaker Gloria Rolando, and the artists María Magdalena Campos-Pons and Belkis Ayón. In their
cultural representations these women conflate the artistic, the historical, and the personal to produce a
transformative image of the black woman as a forger of Cuban culture. They achieve this in several ways: by
redefining autobiography as a creative expression for the convergence of the domestic and the national; by
countering the eroticized image of the mulatta in favor of a mythical conception of the female body as a site
for the engraving of cultural and national conflicts and resolutions; and by valorizing certain aesthetic and
religious traditions in relation to a postmodern artistic sensibility

Placing these artists in their historical context, González Mandri shows how their accomplishments were
consistently silenced in official Cuban history and culture and explores the strategies through which
culturally censored memories survived?and continue to survive?in a Caribbean country purported to have
integrated its Hispanic and African peoples and heritages into a Cuban identity. The picture that finally
emerges is one not only of exceptional artistic achievement but also of successful redefinitions of concepts of
race, gender, and nation in the face of almost insurmountable cultural odds.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Slowik:

This book untitled Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by
using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book
from your list.

Frances Heath:

The book Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies)
has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Adam Rucks:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Guarding Cultural
Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies) which is finding the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. With
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World
Studies) when you essential it?
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