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In the songs and bubble feeding of humpback whales; in young killer whales learning to knock a seal from
an ice floe in the same way their mother does; and in the use of sea sponges by the dolphins of Shark Bay,
Australia, to protect their beaks while foraging for fish, we find clear examples of the transmission of
information among cetaceans. Just as human cultures pass on languages and turns of phrase, tastes in food
(and in how it is acquired), and modes of dress, could whales and dolphins have developed a culture of their
very own?

Unequivocally: yes. In The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins, cetacean biologists Hal Whitehead, who
has spent much of his life on the ocean trying to understand whales, and Luke Rendell, whose research
focuses on the evolution of social learning, open an astounding porthole onto the fascinating culture beneath
the waves. As Whitehead and Rendell show, cetacean culture and its transmission are shaped by a blend of
adaptations, innate sociality, and the unique environment in which whales and dolphins live: a watery world
in which a hundred-and-fifty-ton blue whale can move with utter grace, and where the vertical expanse is as
vital, and almost as vast, as the horizontal.

Drawing on their own research as well as a scientific literature as immense as the sea—including
evolutionary biology, animal behavior, ecology, anthropology, psychology, and neuroscience—Whitehead
and Rendell dive into realms both humbling and enlightening as they seek to define what cetacean culture is,
why it exists, and what it means for the future of whales and dolphins. And, ultimately, what it means for our
future, as well.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Wood:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins.
You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important
a new book The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins. You can add information and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Richard Rhone:

The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins
however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Gloria Lentz:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins
can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending
your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have
than the others?

Jennifer Chambers:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The
Cultural Lives of Whales and Dolphins.
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