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In the final decades of the nineteenth century, three brilliant and visionary titans of America’s Gilded
Age—Thomas Edison, Nikola Tesla, and George Westinghouse—battled bitterly as each vied to create a
vast and powerful electrical empire. In Empires of Light, historian Jill Jonnes portrays this extraordinary trio
and their riveting and ruthless world of cutting-edge science, invention, intrigue, money, death, and hard-
eyed Wall Street millionaires. At the heart of the story are Thomas Alva Edison, the nation’ s most famous
and folksy inventor, creator of the incandescent light bulb and mastermind of the world’ sfirst direct current
eectrical light networks; the Serbian wizard of invention Nikola Tesla, elegant, highly eccentric, a dreamer
who revolutionized the generation and delivery of electricity; and the charismatic George Westinghouse,
Pittsburgh inventor and tough corporate entrepreneur, an industrial idealist who in the era of gadight
imagined aworld powered by cheap and plentiful electricity and worked heart and soul to createit.

Edison struggled to introduce his radical new direct current (DC) technology into the hurly-burly of New
York City as Teda and Westinghouse challenged his dominance with their alternating current (AC), thus
setting the stage for one of the eeriest feuds in American corporate history, the War of the Electric Currents.
The battlegrounds: Wall Street, the 1893 Chicago World' s Fair, Niagara Falls, and, finally, the death
chamber—Jonnes takes us on the tense walk down a prison hallway and into the sunlit room where William
Kemmler, convicted ax murderer, became the first man to die in the electric chair.

Empires of Light is the gripping history of electricity, the “mysterious fluid,” and how the fateful collision of
Edison, Teda, and Westinghouse left the world utterly transformed.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
L awrence Rector:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Empires of Light: Edison,
Teda, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

Susan Dixon:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthat aren't like that. This Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the
World book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer of Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World
content conveys the thought easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the content but it just different such asit. So, do you even now thinking Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla,
Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Jane Rich:

This Empires of Light: Edison, Teda, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World is great publication
for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can
point out no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole factsin it. Doesn't
mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Empires of Light: Edison, Teda, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World in
your hand like having the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So, thisis
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you till doubt that?

Willie Dominguez:

This Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information asit relief your hunger of information.
Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in
reading this Empires of Light: Edison, Tesla, Westinghouse, and the Race to Electrify the World can be the
light food for you because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These
books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book



application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So thereis not any in reading a e-book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you. So, don't missthe ideal Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.
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