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Seth Ledyard Phelps was of the Old Navy and the New. As a midshipman and junior officer he served under
sail off West Africa, in the War with Mexico, and in the Mediterranean and Caribbean. As a senior office in
the river squadrons of the Civil War he saw combat at its closest.

Phelps, a native of Chardon, Ohio, was a prolific and observant correspondent. His private letters, to his
wife, his father, and to political patrons and other naval officers, are among the most compelling and
descriptive extant.

The heart of Ironclad Captain are these letters, which Jay Slagle has set in context through the judicious use
of published documents, memoirs, and scholarly histories of the navy. The result is a small history of the
navy and its officer corps for the middle third of the nineteenth century.

Phelp’s self-confidence fueled a driving ambition. He was one of the severest critics of the navy’s seniority
system, which seemed to thwart those ambitions. After long and often heroic service on the Western Rivers,
he left the navy in 1864 to pursue a less exciting career in commerce and diplomacy. Unfortunately for
historians, his correspondence ends at that time as well. Notwithstanding his bitter leave-taking Seth Phelps
loved his country and his service. His letters are a permanent and invaluable legacy to both.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Holloman:

The event that you get from Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 will be
the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps
and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that
Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 instantly.

Beth Ritchey:

This Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The reason of this Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the
U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 can be among the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy,
1841–1864 giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

William Patterson:

The reserve untitled Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share
for you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard
Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

George Medrano:

You can obtain this Ironclad Captain: Seth Ledyard Phelps and the U.S. Navy, 1841–1864 by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's
try to choose right ways for you.
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