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Beginning with the discovery of genes on chromosomes and culminating with the unmasking of the most
minute genetic mysteries, the twentieth century saw astounding and unprecedented progress in the science of
biology. In an illustrious career that spanned most of the century, biologist John Bonner witnessed many of
these advances firsthand. Part autobiography, part history of the extraordinary transformation of biology in
his time, Bonner's book is truly a life in science, the story of what it is to be a biologist observing the
unfolding of the intricacies of life itself.

Bonner's scientific interests are nearly as varied as the concerns of biology, ranging from animal culture to
evolution, from life cycles to the development of slime molds. And the extraordinary cast of characters he
introduces is equally diverse, among them Julian Huxley, J. B. S. Haldane, Leon Trotsky, and Evelyn
Waugh. Writing with a charm and freshness that bring the most subtle nuances of science to life, he pursues
these interests through the hundred years that gave us the discovery of embryonic induction; the
interpretation of evolution in terms of changes in gene frequency in a population; growth in understanding of
the biochemistry of the cell; the beginning of molecular genetics; remarkable insights into animal behavior;
the emergence of sociobiology; and the simplification of ecological and evolutionary principles by means of
mathematical models. In this panoramic view, we see both the sweep of world events and scientific progress
and the animating details, the personal observations and experiences, of a career conducted in their midst.

In Bonner's view, biology is essentially the study of life cycles. His book, marking the cycles of a life in
biology, is a fitting reflection of this study, with its infinite, and infinitesimal, permutations.
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Reviews of this book:
A charming memoir combining autobiography and a 20th-century history of biology. "A gentleman and a
scholar" aptly describes Bonner...Bonner's own lifecycle makes for pleasant reading and inspires a new
respect for slime molds.
--Kirkus Reviews

Reviews of this book:
Bonner has devoted much of his imaginative and creative biological research of the intervening years to
cellular slime molds, which lead fascinating and, before Bonner's work, previously largely unexplained lives.



His accounts of his and his graduate students' thinking and experiments convey much of the scientific
approach to problems lucidly, and those of his travels, his vacations in Nova Scotia over the course of 40
years, and the many amusing and illuminating incidents in his life reflect a refreshing open'mindedness. This
is one scientist's autobiography that manages to be simultaneously delightful and strikingly informative.
--William Beatty, Booklist

Reviews of this book:
This charming and unduly modest book is part memoir, part distillation of 20th-century biology, as told by
an eminent researcher, writer and teacher who witnessed much of it firsthand. Bonner...invokes life cycles
and development, his specialties, to talk about the last century's gigantic steps forward in biology. He covers
advances in biochemistry, population genetics and embryology; the discovery of DNA structure; and the
human genome project. Against this parade of discoveries, Bonner considers his own career, which included
everything from animal social behavior to evolution.
--Publishers Weekly

Reviews of this book:
John Tyler Bonner had the luck to be born into a family that lived a charmed life, the fortune to find a
lifelong passion and the timing to live at the heyday of his favorite subject. In his autobiography,...
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From reader reviews:

Edward Gilbert:

Here thing why this Lives of a Biologist are different and reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Lives of a Biologist giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Lives of a Biologist. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Lives of a Biologist in e-book can be
your alternative.

Cathy Spearman:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Lives of a Biologist book is readable simply by you who hate the perfect
word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without
leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Lives of a Biologist content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Lives of a Biologist is not loveable to
be your top list reading book?

Charles Jose:

Typically the book Lives of a Biologist will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book
very acceptable to you. The book Lives of a Biologist is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Rhonda Hoffman:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
By book Lives of a Biologist we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become
creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always
be doubt to change your life with this book Lives of a Biologist. You can more desirable than now.
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