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For many years the federal government funded the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI), later
popularized by Carl Sagan's novel Contact and the movie starring Jodie Foster. Though in actuality SETI
never did make contact with signals from an alien civilization, the search continues to this day through
privately funded endeavors. How likely is it that intelligent life exists elsewhere in the universe? This is the
intriguing question that has prompted William Burger's illuminating and absorbing exploration of the
unusual circumstances surrounding life on earth.
Examining the critical episodes in our planet's early history and the peculiar trajectory of life on our world,
Burger shows that the long odyssey of planet Earth may be utterly unique in our galaxy. For example, he
describes features of the sun that are far from average. By some estimates, 95 percent of the other stars in the
Milky Way galaxy are smaller, and it is unlikely that any of them could supply the energy requirements for a
life-sustaining planet such as our own. Earth, as the third planet from the sun, sits within the "Goldilocks"
orbit: it is in the perfect position to receive not too much heat (like Mercury and Venus) and not too little
(like more distant planets of the solar system) but just the right amount to foster the development of life.
Turning to the evolution of life itself, Burger points out a host of amazing accidents (for example, the
extinction of dinosaurs and the proliferation of flowering plants) that make the steps along the way to Homo
sapiens seem like very rare events indeed. He also calls attention to the curious fact that the early hominid
brain tripled in size over the relatively short time period leading to the appearance of modern human beings.
Finally, he notes aspects of humanity's cultural evolution that seem unlikely to have been duplicated
anywhere else.
Burger's enlightening evaluation of evolutionary and cosmic history, full of fascinating details, shows that
the human achievement may be unique in our galaxy.
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From reader reviews:

Elaine Roberts:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We? book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We? content conveys the idea easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it.
So , do you even now thinking Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We? is not loveable to be
your top record reading book?

Patrice Eubanks:

Why? Because this Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We? is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

William McNeill:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We?,
you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Issac Molina:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How
Unique Are We? to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book
and study it. Beside that the publication Perfect Planet, Clever Species: How Unique Are We? can to be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these



time.
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