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In 2004, one of the world’s last bands of voluntarily isolated nomads left behind their ancestral life in the
dwindling thorn forests of northern Paraguay, fleeing ranchers’ bulldozers.  Behold the Black Caiman is
Lucas Bessire’s intimate chronicle of the journey of this small group of Ayoreo people, the terrifying new
world they now face, and the precarious lives they are piecing together against the backdrop of soul-
collecting missionaries, humanitarian NGOs, late liberal economic policies, and the highest deforestation rate
in the world. 

Drawing on ten years of fieldwork, Bessire highlights the stark disconnect between the desperate conditions
of Ayoreo life for those out of the forest and the well-funded global efforts to preserve those Ayoreo still
living in it. By showing how this disconnect reverberates within Ayoreo bodies and minds, his reflexive
account takes aim at the devastating consequences of our society’s continued obsession with the primitive
and raises important questions about anthropology’s potent capacity to further or impede indigenous
struggles for sovereignty. The result is a timely update to the classic literary ethnographies of South
America, a sustained critique of the so-called ontological turn—one of anthropology’s hottest trends—and,
above all, an urgent call for scholars and activists alike to rethink their notions of difference. 
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From reader reviews:

Allison Sala:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Behold the Black Caiman: A Chronicle of Ayoreo Life.

Charlene Stidham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Behold the Black Caiman:
A Chronicle of Ayoreo Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Laura Hill:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using theme
for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Behold the Black Caiman: A Chronicle of Ayoreo Life
is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Steven Craig:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Behold the Black Caiman: A Chronicle of
Ayoreo Life e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Behold the Black Caiman: A
Chronicle of Ayoreo Life as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that
can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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