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The inside story of the Supreme Court decisions that brought true democracy to the United States

As chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, Earl Warren is most often remembered for landmark rulings in
favor of desegregation and the rights of the accused. But Warren himself identified a lesser known group of
cases—Baker v. Carr, Reynolds v. Sims, and their companions—as his most important work. J. Douglas
Smith's On Democracy's Doorstep masterfully recounts the tumultuous and often overlooked events that
established the principle of "one person, one vote" in the United States.

Before the Warren Court acted, American democracy was in poor order. As citizens migrated to urban areas,
legislative boundaries remained the same, giving rural lawmakers from sparsely populated districts
disproportionate political power—a power they often used on behalf of influential business interests. Smith
shows how activists ranging from city boosters in Tennessee to the League of Women Voters worked to end
malapportionment, incurring the wrath of chambers of commerce and southern segregationists as they did so.
Despite a conspiracy of legislative inaction and a 1946 Supreme Court decision that instructed the judiciary
not to enter the "political thicket," advocates did not lose hope. As Smith shows, they skillfully used the
Fourteenth Amendment's Equal Protection Clause to argue for radical judicial intervention. Smith vividly
depicts the unfolding drama as Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy pressed for change, Solicitor General
Archibald Cox cautiously held back, young clerks pushed the justices toward ever-bolder reform, and the
powerful Senate Minority Leader Everett Dirksen obsessively sought to reverse the judicial revolution that
had upended state governments from California to Virginia.

Today, following the Court's recent controversial decisions on voting rights and campaign finance, the
battles described in On Democracy's Doorstep have increasing relevance. With erudition and verve, Smith
illuminates this neglected episode of American political history and confronts its profound consequences.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer could be On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme
Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Walter Cornwell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of
How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States can give you a lot of pals
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How
the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States.

Wilfred Walker:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story
of How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States or others sources were
given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to
increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes On Democracy's
Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One Vote" to the United States
to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Jessie Davis:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called
of book On Democracy's Doorstep: The Inside Story of How the Supreme Court Brought "One Person, One
Vote" to the United States. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it
may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware



about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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