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Warlords, namely charismatic military leaders who exploit the weakness of central authorities to seize
control of and autonomously rule a sub-national area, have earned much notoriety in recent years on account
of the excesses of civil wars in Liberia, Somalia and Afghanistan. But notwithstanding their bad reputation,
warlords have often participated in state formation. In Empires of Mud, Giustozzi analyses the dynamics of
warlordism in Afghanistan within the context of such debates. He approaches this complex task by first
analysing aspects of the Afghan environment that might have been conductive to the fragmentation of central
authority and the emergence of warlords and then accounts for the emergence of warlordism in the 1980s and
subsequently the lion's share of this book consists of an in-depth analysis of the systems of rule--political,
economic, military--which developed under Afghanistan's two foremost warlords, Ismail Khan and Abdul
Rashid Dostum, both of whom still wield considerable power even after the intervention of Allied forces in
Afghanistan in 2001. Their two systems are compared, highlighting convergences and divergences, in order
to explain how warlords administer the areas that they control within so-called "failed states", in the process
challenging much of the received wisdom in scholarly and policy circles about warlordism. The author also
discusses Ahmad Shah Massoud, whose "system" incorporated elements of rule not dissimilar from that of
the warlords. Giustozzi concludes that although charismatic leaders play a key role in shaping the specific
characteristics of each warlord polity, there are some common elements that underlie the emergence of
warlordism. In particular, the role of local military leaders and their gradual acquisition of a form of "class
consciousness" appear to be key processes in allowing the formation of warlord polities, while the latter have
repeatedly shown the ability over time to evolve in to more sophisticated, state-like, or political party-like,
structures.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the publication untitled Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan can be good book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Helen Johnson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Empires of Mud: Wars
and Warlords in Afghanistan that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan
become your own starter.

Amber Tyson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Manuel Porter:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Empires of Mud: Wars and Warlords in
Afghanistan was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Empires of Mud:
Wars and Warlords in Afghanistan has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto
or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading that.
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