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“War in the Ruins has all the vivid narrative, historical context, and exacting military detail you would
expect in a battle story. But author Edward G. Longacre’s account of the Centurymen at Heilbronn is no
sterile blow-by-blow from the ‘war as chess game’ genre. It is a fully fleshed-out portrait of young American
men dealing with war’s realities in one of World War II’s fieriest and unjustly overlooked land
battles.”—JIM KUSHLAN, America in WWII Magazine

By April 1945, the last German counteroffensive in the west had been defeated, the vaunted Siegfried Line
was no more, the Rhine River had been crossed, and major German cities were being bombed relentlessly.
The war in Europe appeared to be in its final stages. As American and British armies overran central
Germany, the Russians were smashing their way from the east toward Berlin. Optimism reigned up and
down the Allied lines. But as the American Army’s 100th Infantry Division pushed along the west bank of
the Neckar River across from bomb-shattered Heilbronn, resistance unexpectedly stiffened. In that 700-year-
old city, a major industrial and communications center still operating for the benefit of the Nazi war
machine, Hitler’s subordinates had battened down for a last-ditch stand. For sheer ferocity, it would exceed
anything the now-battle-hardened Americans had experienced. Here, American troops faced a grueling
campaign of house-to-house fighting, with Hitler Youth, Volkssturm militia, and an SS division attempting
to stop the American advance at this critical sector of the European theater. Having been repeatedly targeted
by Alllied aircraft, the city resembled a vast, Hellish ruin, and as American soldiers inched their way
forward, they encountered booby traps, withering sniper fire, deadly Panzerfaust rounds, and a fanatical
enemy. The nine-day battle for Heilbronn would be the last major combat for American troops in Europe.
Within three weeks of their securing the city, Hitler would be dead and Germany defeated.

In War in the Ruins: The American Army’s Final Battle Against Nazi Germany, Edward G. Longacre
recounts this neglected but essential chapter in the history of World War II, describing the 100th Division’s
swift but grueling advance through the Vosges Mountains, their Rhine River crossing, the assault on the
historic Maginot Line, and the ominous approach to Heilbronn. The author then describes the entire bitter
battle and its aftermath, using private letters, journals, German and American action reports, and other
primary source material, to establish War in the Ruins as an essential volume in the history of World War II
in Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Kelly:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should
answer that question due to the fact just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular War in the
Ruins: The American Army's Final Battle Against Nazi Germany to read.

Bertha Buentello:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
War in the Ruins: The American Army's Final Battle Against Nazi Germany this publication consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Brenda Seddon:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like War in the Ruins: The
American Army's Final Battle Against Nazi Germany which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's notice.

Herbert Knight:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book War in the Ruins: The American Army's Final Battle Against Nazi Germany. You'll be
able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place
to other place.
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