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Controversial Supreme Court decisions have barred organized school prayer, but neither the Court nor public
policy exclude religion from schools altogether. In this book, one of America's leading constitutional
scholars asks what role religion ought to play in public schools. Kent Greenawalt explores many of the most
divisive issues in educational debate, including teaching about the origins of life, sex education, and when--
or whether--students can opt out of school activities for religious reasons.

Using these and other case studies, Greenawalt considers how to balance the country's constitutional
commitment to personal freedoms and to the separation of church and state with the vital role that religion
has always played in American society. Do we risk distorting students' understanding of America's past and
present by ignoring religion in public-school curricula? When does teaching about religion cross the line into
the promotion of religion?

Tracing the historical development of religion within public schools and considering every major Supreme
Court case, Greenawalt concludes that the bans on school prayer and the teaching of creationism are
justified, and that the court should more closely examine such activities as the singing of religious songs and
student papers on religious topics. He also argues that students ought to be taught more about religion--both
its contributions and shortcomings--especially in courses in history. To do otherwise, he writes, is to present
a seriously distorted picture of society and indirectly to be other than neutral in presenting secularism and
religion.

Written with exemplary clarity and even-handedness, this is a major book about some of the most pressing
and contentious issues in educational policy and constitutional law today.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Does God Belong in Public Schools? will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But
some of you think in which open or reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could
be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Carol Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Does God Belong in Public
Schools? that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you
could pick Does God Belong in Public Schools? become your own starter.

Dennis Lewis:

Beside this specific Does God Belong in Public Schools? in your phone, it might give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven
so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Does God Belong in Public Schools? because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from currently!

Raymond Nelson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Does God Belong in Public Schools? can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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