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Historians have credited--or blamed--Calvinism for many developments in the modern world, including
capitalism, modern science, secularization, democracy, individualism, and unitarianism. These same
historians, however, have largely ignored John Calvin the man. When people consider him at all, they tend to
view him as little more than the joyless tyrant of Geneva who created an abstract theology as forbidding as
himself.
This volume, written by the eminent historian William J. Bouwsma, who has devoted his career to exploring
the larger patterns of early modern European history, seeks to redress these common misconceptions of
Calvin by placing him back in the proper historical context of his time.
Eloquently depicting Calvin's life as a French exile, a humanist in the tradition of Erasmus, and a man
unusually sensitive to the complexities and contradictions of later Renaissance culture, Bouwsma reveals a
surprisingly human, plausible, ecumenical, and often sympathetic Calvin. John Calvin offers a brilliant
reassessment not only of Calvin but also of the Reformation and its relationship to the movements of the
Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled John Calvin: A Sixteenth-Century Portrait. Try to stumble through
book John Calvin: A Sixteenth-Century Portrait as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
anything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Leah Pelton:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled John Calvin: A
Sixteenth-Century Portrait? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Patsy Cassella:

This John Calvin: A Sixteenth-Century Portrait usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The explanation of this John Calvin: A Sixteenth-Century Portrait can be one of many great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with
information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring
it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this John Calvin: A
Sixteenth-Century Portrait forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Trina Durham:

You may get this John Calvin: A Sixteenth-Century Portrait by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by means of e-book.
In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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