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The scarcity of surface water which has so marked the Great Plains is even more characteristic of its
subdivision, the Texas High Plains. Settlers on the plateau were forced to use pump technology to tap the
vast ground water resources—the underground rain—beneath its flat surface.

The evolution from windmills to the modern high-speed irrigation pumps took place over several decades.
Three phases characterized the movement toward irrigation. In the period from 1910 to 1920, large-volume
pumping plants first appeared in the region, but, due to national and regional circumstances, these premature
efforts were largely abortive. The second phase began as a response to the drouth of the Dust Bowl and
continued into the 1950s. By 1959, irrigation had become an important aspect of the flourishing High Plains
economy. The decade of the 1960s was characterized chiefly by a growing alarm over the declining ground
water table caused by massive pumping, and by investigations of other water sources.

Land of the Underground Rain is a study in human use and threatened exhaustion of the High Plains' most
valuable natural resource. Ground water was so plentiful that settlers believed it flowed inexhaustibly from
some faraway place or mysteriously from a giant underground river. Whatever the source, they believed that
it was being constantly replenished, and until the 1950s they generally opposed effective conservation of
ground water. A growing number of weak and dry wells then made it apparent that Plains residents were
"mining" an exhaustible resource.

The Texas High Plains region has been far more successful in exploiting its resource than in conserving it.
The very success of its pump technology has produced its environmental crisis. The problem brought about
by the threatened exhaustion of this resource still awaits a solution.

This study is the first comprehensive history of irrigation on the Texas High Plains, and it is the first
comprehensive treatment of the development of twentieth-century pump irrigation in any area of the United
States.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bartlett:

The e-book with title Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970
contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That
book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Ashley Davis:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970 your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas
High Plains, 1910-1970 giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern here is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Richard Kitterman:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books
in the top record in your reading list is Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains,
1910-1970. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Beverly Barber:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas
High Plains, 1910-1970 or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Land of the Underground Rain: Irrigation on the Texas High Plains, 1910-1970
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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