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In his debut novel, The Wolsenburg Clock, Vancouver Island poet Jay Ruzesky sets out to tell the multi-
century history of an astronomical clock in a small Austrian city. The clock is a mechanical marvel for its
time, viewed in much the same way as we treat current 3-D wonders like Avatar. As the hours and minutes
tick by, the movement of the planets and special events are marked by clockwork figures. The novel opens
during the early days of the Second World War, and Ruzesky wraps the 600-year history of the clock around
the reflections of a Canadian professor who eventually becomes its caretaker. From here, he moves back in
time to tell of the construction of the clock beginning in 1378, a period when few actually knew what a clock
was, and through two major restorations in 1585 and 1809. Ruzesky focuses on those charged with building
(or rebuilding) the clock and the toll it takes on their lives. Working with what would be cutting-edge
technology for their day, and during the Renaissance portion the mystical elements of alchemy, each
clockmaker toils to add not only function but entertainment, building in automata features that may only
spring to life once every decade or more, and working stories and histories into the ornate carvings and
decoration of the clock itself. The Wolsenburg Clock draws to a close as a crowd gathers to see what is in
store to mark the new millennium. Ruzesky weaves a tale that flows almost seamlessly through four vastly
different time periods. His storytelling shifts in subtle ways as he moves from medieval times toward the
present—and the reader is quickly given a sense of time and place. Ruzesky develops rich characters in the
span of a few pages and supplies the vivid imagery needed for readers to share the wonder of the
complicated machinery being built. Enough backstory is built into the separate time periods for the reader to
connect with the new characters, and Ruzesky does a good job offering a sense of closure as each section
comes to an end. "The descriptions of the clock itself are fascinating and are likely to send readers to their
computers for real-life examples. Ruzesky has anticipated this and has been kind enough to list a number of
resources in his acknowledgements at the end of the book. The only disappointment with The Wolsenburg
Clock is that the end comes so soon, Ruzesky tells his story in a mere 170 pages. Any of the historical
sections of The Wolsenburg Clock could have made a fascinating novel on their own; let us hope in his next
outing Ruzesky will spend more time with his readers." —Colin Holt, Victoria Times-Colonist
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Ortiz:

This The Wolsenburg Clock book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible fresh,
you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That The
Wolsenburg Clock without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't always be worry The Wolsenburg Clock can bring whenever you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This The Wolsenburg Clock having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Odis Hillyard:

The actual book The Wolsenburg Clock has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Benjamin Torres:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Wolsenburg Clock that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick The Wolsenburg Clock become your own personal starter.

Katherine Contreras:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
The Wolsenburg Clock this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value
to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. This is
why this book suited all of you.
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