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Law often purports to require people, including government officials, to act in ways they think are morally
wrong or harmful. What is it about law that can justify such a claim?

In A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law, Christopher J. Peters offers an answer to this
question, one that illuminates the unique appeal of democratic government, the peculiar structure of
adversary adjudication, and the contested legitimacy of constitutional judicial review. Peters contends that
law should be viewed primarily as a device for avoiding or resolving disputes, a function that implies certain
core properties of authoritative legal procedures. Those properties - competence and impartiality - give
democracy its advantage over other forms of government. They also underwrite the adversary nature of
common-law adjudication and the duties and constraints of democratic judges. And they ground a defense of
constitutionalism and judicial review against persistent objections that those practices are "counter-
majoritarian" and thus nondemocratic.

This work canvasses fundamental problems within the diverse disciplines of legal philosophy, democratic
theory, philosophy of adjudication, and public-law theory and suggests a unified approach to unraveling
them. It also addresses practical questions of law and government in a way that should appeal to anyone
interested in the complex and often troubled relationship among morality, democracy, and the rule of law.

Written for specialists and non-specialists alike, A Matter of Dispute explains why each of us individually,
and all of us collectively, have reason to obey the law - why democracy truly is a system of government
under law.
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From reader reviews:

Clementine Frazier:

This A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will
get. This particular A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law without we comprehend teach the
one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Matter of
Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A Matter of
Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Catherine Gabel:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Glenda Rogers:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This A Matter of Dispute: Morality,
Democracy, and Law is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Robert Murphy:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
reading through, not only science book but also novel and A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and
Law or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those
publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes A Matter of Dispute: Morality, Democracy, and Law to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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