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"An excellent study of U.S. policy on creating and maintaining a state of energy security."--Hafeez Malik,
Villanova University

The United States is the world's largest oil consumer and importer. Here Gawdat Bahgat examines the
nation's growing dependence on fossil fuels--particularly oil--and the main challenges it faces in securing
supplies from two energy-rich regions, the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea. He argues that long-term U.S.
energy strategy must be built on diversity of both the fuel mix and the geographic origin of that fuel. It
should include a broad combination of measures that would stimulate domestic production, provide
incentives for conservation, promote clean technologies, and eliminate political barriers to world markets.

Bahgat also contends, however, that the goal should not be energy independence, but finding new ways of
managing dependence on oil supplies from abroad. He maintains that despite increasing reservoirs of oil and
natural gas throughout the world, including the Caspian Sea, the Persian Gulf will continue to be the main
source of U.S. fossil fuel. Bahgat analyzes both recent and historical challenges to the relationship between
the United States and Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil producer and exporter, including the Arab-Israeli
peace process. He also discusses the hostility between the United States and Iraq and the tense relationship
between the United States and Iran, including such sensitive topics as the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and terrorism, as well as developments in the wake of September 11, 2001.

In his assessment of the underdeveloped Caspian Sea reservoir, Bahgat suggests that energy experts and
policy makers have exaggerated the region's potential, citing logistical, economic, and political obstacles that
must be overcome before the region plays a major role in producing fossil fuels. These obstacles include
domestic ethnic divisions, disputes over the legal status of the Caspian, disagreements over the most cost-
effective transportation routes, and changes in the region in the aftermath of the war on terrorism.

Gawdat Bahgat, director of the Center of Middle Eastern Studies at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, is
the author of The Gulf Monarchies: New Economic and Political Realities; The Future of the Gulf; and The
Persian Gulf at the Dawn of the New Millennium.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Kaufman:

With other case, little persons like to read book American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian
Sea. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Jason Carr:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer regarding American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea content conveys
thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but
it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian
Gulf and the Caspian Sea is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Gwen Dawes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this American Oil
Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Robert Bryant:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be examine. American Oil Diplomacy in the Persian Gulf and the Caspian Sea can be your answer
because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.
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