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In this second volume in the Ackroyd’s Brief Lives series, bestselling author Peter Ackroyd brings us a man
of humble beginnings, crude manners, and prodigious talents, the nineteenth-century painter J. M. W.
Turner.

Joseph Mallord William Turner was born in London in 1775. His father was a barber, and his mother came
from a family of London butchers. “His speech was recognizably that of a Cockney, and his language was
the language of the streets.” As his finest paintings show, his language was also the language of light.
Turner’s landscapes—extraordinary studies in light, colour, and texture—caused an uproar during his
lifetime and earned him a place as one of the greatest artists in history.

Displaying his artistic abilities as a young child, Turner entered the Royal Academy of Arts when he was just
fourteen years old. A year later his paintings appeared in an important public exhibition, and he rapidly
achieved prominence, becoming a Royal Academician in 1802 and Professor of Perspective at the Academy
from 1807–1837. His private life, however, was less orderly. Never married, he spent much time living in
taverns, where he was well known for his truculence and his stinginess with money.

Peter Ackroyd deftly follows Turner’s first loves of architecture, engraving, and watercolours, and the
country houses, cathedrals, and landscapes of England. While his passion for Italy led him to oil painting,
Turner’s love for London remained central to his heart and soul, and it was within sight of his beloved
Thames that he died in 1851. His dying words were: “The sun is God.”
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From reader reviews:

James Williams:

With other case, little men and women like to read book J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new
book J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives. You can add information and of course you can around the
world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country
right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Gena Colgan:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book J.M.W.
Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Ethelyn Allen:

The e-book untitled J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives is the e-book that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The language that writer
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Linda Harris:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims
J.M.W. Turner: Ackroyd's Brief Lives.
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