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If one had looked for a potential global city in Europe in the 1540s, the most likely candidate would have
been Antwerp, which had emerged as the center of the German and Spanish silver exchange as well as the
Portuguese spice and Spanish sugar trades. It almost certainly would not have been London, an unassuming
hub of the wool and cloth trade with a population of around 75,000, still trying to recover from the onslaught
of the Black Plague. But by 1700 London’s population had reached a staggering 575,000—and it had
developed its first global corporations, as well as relationships with non-European societies outside the
Mediterranean. What happened in the span of a century and half? And how exactly did London transform
itself into a global city?

           

London’s success, Robert K. Batchelor argues, lies not just with the well-documented rise of Atlantic
settlements, markets, and economies. Using his discovery of a network of Chinese merchant shipping routes
on John Selden’s map of China as his jumping-off point, Batchelor reveals how London also flourished
because of its many encounters, engagements, and exchanges with East Asian trading cities. Translation
plays a key role in Batchelor’s study—translation not just of books, manuscripts, and maps, but also of
meaning and knowledge across cultures—and Batchelor demonstrates how translation helped London
understand and adapt to global economic conditions. Looking outward at London’s global negotiations,
Batchelor traces the development of its knowledge networks back to a number of foreign sources and credits
particular interactions with England’s eventual political and economic autonomy from church and King. 

           

London offers a much-needed non-Eurocentric history of London, first by bringing to light and then by
synthesizing the many external factors and pieces of evidence that contributed to its rise as a global city. It
will appeal to students and scholars interested in the cultural politics of translation, the relationship between
merchants and sovereigns, and the cultural and historical geography of Britain and Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Bowers:

The book London: The Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689 can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book London: The
Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689? A number of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you
may share all of these. Book London: The Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689 has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Powell:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of London: The Selden Map and the Making of a
Global City, 1549-1689 can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you
have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have London: The
Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689.

Barbara Gunter:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and London: The Selden Map and the
Making of a Global City, 1549-1689 or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case,
beside science book, any other book likes London: The Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-
1689 to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. From the book London: The Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689 we can
consider more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change



your life with that book London: The Selden Map and the Making of a Global City, 1549-1689. You can
more pleasing than now.
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