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Symposium of the Whole traces a discourse on poetry and culture that has profoundly influenced the art of
our time, with precedents going back two centuries and more. Beginning with a reassertion of the complexity
of poetry among peoples long labeled “primitive” and “savage,” many recent poets have sought to base a
new poetics over the fullest range of human cultures. The attempt to define an ethnopoetics has been
significantly connected with the most experimental and future-directed side of Romantic and modern poetry,
both in the Western world and, increasingly, outside it. As a visionary poetics and as a politics, this complex
redefinition of cultural and intellectual values has involved a rarely acknowledged collaboration between
poets and scholars, who together have challenged the narrow view of literature that has excluded so many
traditions.

In this gathering, the Rothenbergs follow the idea of an ethnopoetics from predecessors such as Vico, Blake,
Thoreau, and Tzara to more recent essays and manifestos by poets and social thinkers such as Olson, Eliade,
Snyder, Turner, and Baraka. The themes range widely, from the divergence of oral and written cultures to the
shaman as proto-poet and the reemergence of suppressed and rejected forms and images: the goddess, the
trickster, and the “human universe.” The book’s three ethnographic sections demonstrate how various
poetries are structured and composed, how they reflect meaning and worldview, and how they are performed
in cultures where all art may be thought of as art-in-motion.

Among the poetries discussed are the language of magic; West African drum language and poetry; the
Huichol Indian language of reversals; chance operations in African divination poetry; picture-writings and
action-writings from Australia and Africa; and American Indian sacred-clown dramas and traditional
trickster narratives. The cumulative effect is a new reading of the poetic past and present—in the editors’
words, “a changed paradigm of what poetry was or now could come to be.”
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Patrick:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Symposium of the Whole:
A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Loretta Manson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Symposium of the Whole: A Range of
Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Patricia Sax:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer can be Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics
why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a person.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Lorraine Michael:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
Symposium of the Whole: A Range of Discourse Toward an Ethnopoetics. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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