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The study of animal cognition raises profound questions about the minds of animals and philosophy of mind
itself. Aristotle argued that humans are the only animal to laugh, but in recent experiments rats have also
been shown to laugh. In other experiments, dogs have been shown to respond appropriately to over two
hundred words in human language.

In this introduction to the philosophy of animal minds Kristin Andrews introduces and assesses the essential
topics, problems and debates as they cut across animal cognition and philosophy of mind. She addresses the
following key topics:

what is cognition, and what is it to have a mind? What questions should we ask to determine whether●

behaviour has a cognitive basis?
the science of animal minds explained: ethology, behaviourist psychology, and cognitive ethology●

rationality in animals●

animal consciousness: what does research into pain and the emotions reveal? What can empirical evidence●

about animal behaviour tell us about philosophical theories of consciousness?
does animal cognition involve belief and concepts; do animals have a ‘Language of Thought’?●

animal communication●

other minds: do animals attribute ‘mindedness’ to other creatures?●

moral reasoning and ethical behaviour in animals●

animal cognition and memory.●

Extensive use of empirical examples and case studies is made throughout the book. These include Cheney
and Seyfarth’s ververt monkey research, Thorndike’s cat puzzle boxes, Jensen’s research into humans and
chimpanzees and the ultimatum game, Pankseep and Burgdorf’s research on rat laughter, and Clayton and
Emery’s research on memory in scrub-jays.



Additional features such as chapter summaries, annotated further reading and a glossary make this an
indispensable introduction to those teaching philosophy of mind, animal cognition. It will also be an
excellent resource for those in fields such as ethology, biology and psychology.
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From reader reviews:

Jacob Smith:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the
Philosophy of Animal Cognition is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Geraldine Schrader:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal
Cognition book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal
Cognition content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking The Animal Mind: An
Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Doug Campbell:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy
of Animal Cognition or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-
book, any other book likes The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Mary Fix:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book The Animal Mind: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Animal Cognition. You'll be able
to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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