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A significant addition to our understanding of the varied experience of Middle Eastern women, Tournaments
of Value gives a careful description of a world of female socializing - the volume, velocity, energy, and
elaborateness of this female social world is remarkable. This work represents a substantial and original
contribution to our knowledge of women's social centrality in the Islamic Middle East. Most earlier studies
have been written from the vantage point of men, confirming popular Western stereotypes of Muslim
women's marginality to public life. Other works, concentrating on Islamic systems of 'honour' and 'shame,'
have focused on women's ability to affect their families' status negatively. Meneley neatly supplies us with
examples of the opposite - the deep reliance of men on their female kin to establish, maintain, and indeed
increase the family's honour in the eyes of the wider community by engaging in the exchange of hospitality.
Not only is visiting competitive, but social engagement with others is an essential part of moral personhood.

Meneley's central thesis examines the associated construction of identity - their own, their men's, and their
families' - by women, largely through the detailed style and comportment features of their complex social
relations. This account of the refinement, cultivation, and sophistication of this feminine culture is extremely
valuable.

Moreover, Anne Meneley's data challenges scholarly assumptions about the cross-cultural validity of a
division between household and community, between domestic and public domains. She demonstrates the
fluidity of social life, the shifting, processual nature of community organization, and in doing so provides a
welcome counterpoint to more rigid formulations of Middle Eastern social structure expressed in other
ethnographies. These aspects join Meneley's work to a growing body of anthropological scholarship in which
fine-grained observation, with attention to language, comportment, and gesture, combines with astute
contextual analysis to produce a sensitive portrait of a community.

Highly readable and accessible to a wide audience, Meneley incorporates vignettes to illustrate her more
analytical points and to enliven the text, allowing the reader to enter fully into the rich world of Zabid. This
work touches on many issues of current and enduring importance to both Middle Eastern ethnography and to
women's studies.
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From reader reviews:

Seth Sawyer:

This Tournaments of Value: Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons) book
is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Tournaments of Value: Sociability and
Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons) without we recognize teach the one who looking at
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Tournaments of Value: Sociability
and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons) can bring if you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This
Tournaments of Value: Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons) having fine
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Julio Keith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Tournaments of Value: Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons), you may
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others,
make them reading a reserve.

Glory Ruiz:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tournaments of Value:
Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological Horizons) can be the reply, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Walton Han:

You can find this Tournaments of Value: Sociability and Hierarchy in a Yemeni Town (Anthropological
Horizons) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more



information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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