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A haunting, unforgettable mother-daughter story for a new generation—the debut of a blazing new
lyrical voice
 
Look for special features inside. Join the Random House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.

Domenica Ruta grew up in a working-class, unforgiving town north of Boston, in a trash-filled house on a
dead-end road surrounded by a river and a salt marsh. Her mother, Kathi, a notorious local figure, was a drug
addict and sometimes dealer whose life swung between welfare and riches, and whose highbrow taste was at
odds with her hardscrabble life. And yet she managed, despite the chaos she created, to instill in her daughter
a love of stories. Kathi frequently kept Domenica home from school to watch such classics as the Godfather
movies and everything by Martin Scorsese and Woody Allen, telling her, “This is more important. I promise.
You’ll thank me later.” And despite the fact that there was not a book to be found in her household,
Domenica developed a love of reading, which helped her believe that she could transcend this life of undying
grudges, self-inflicted misfortune, and the crooked moral code that Kathi and her cohorts lived by.
 
With or Without You is the story of Domenica Ruta’s unconventional coming of age—a darkly hilarious
chronicle of a misfit ’90s youth and the necessary and painful act of breaking away, and of overcoming her
own addictions and demons in the process. In a brilliant stylistic feat, Ruta has written a powerful, inspiring,
compulsively readable, and finally redemptive story about loving and leaving.
 
Praise for With or Without You

“A luminous, layered accomplishment.”—The New York Times Book Review

“A singular new coming-of-age memoir traces one girl’s twisting path up from mean streets (and parents) to
the reflective life of a writer. . . . The burgeoning canon of literary memoir . . . begets another winner in
Domenica Ruta’s searing With or Without You. . . . [A] gloriously gutsy memory-work.”—Elle
 
“Stunning . . . comes across as a bleaker, funnier, R-rated version of The Glass Castle and marks the arrival
of a blazing new voice in literature.”—Entertainment Weekly
 
“Valiant and heartbreaking.”—Bust
 
“Powerful . . . Ruta found an unconventional voice, a scary good mixture of erudition and hardened street
smarts. Her writing is also, as they say in Danvers, wicked funny—though in her case wicked is more an
adjective than an intensifier. . . . [With or Without You] hums with jangled energy and bristles with sharp
edges. . . . Ruta writes with unflinching honesty.”—Slate
 
“Bracingly funny and poignant.”—The Boston Globe
 



“Exceedingly powerful.”—Booklist
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This With or Without You: A Memoir book is readable through you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with With or
Without You: A Memoir content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
With or Without You: A Memoir is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Edward Rideout:

The knowledge that you get from With or Without You: A Memoir could be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to know but With or Without You: A Memoir giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the
author of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that With or Without You: A Memoir instantly.

Homer Douglas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this With or Without You: A Memoir
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty With or Without You: A Memoir as
good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't
judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Carla Spiegel:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your
mind ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be study. With or Without You: A Memoir can be your answer because it can be read by a
person who have those short extra time problems.
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