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A fascinating and haunting exploration of the bound foot in Chinese culture.

Why did so many Chinese women over a thousand-year period bind their feet, enduring rotting flesh,
throbbing pain, and hampered mobility throughout their lives? What compelled mothers to bind the feet of
their young daughters, forcing the girls to walk about on their doubled-over limbs to achieve the breakage of
bones requisite for three-inch feet? Why did Chinese men find women's "golden lotuses"-stench and all-so
arousing, inspiring beauty contests for feet, thousands of poems, and erotica in which bound, silk-slippered
feet were fetishized and lusted after?

As a child growing up during the Cultural Revolution, Wang Ping fantasized about binding her own feet and
tried to restrict their growth by wrapping them in elastic bandages. Even though footbinding was not
practiced by every woman in late Imperial China, the aesthetic, financial, and erotic advantages of
footbinding permeated all aspects of language, ranging from erotic poetry, novels, and performances to food
writing, myths, folk songs and ditties, and secret women's writing, some of it hidden in embroidery. In
Aching for Beauty, Wang interprets the mystery of footbinding as part of a womanly heritage-"a roaring
ocean current of female language and culture."

She also shows that footbinding should not be viewed merely as a function of men's oppression of women,
but rather as a phenomenon of male and female desire deeply rooted in traditional Chinese culture. Written
in an elegant and powerful style, and filled with personal, intriguing, and sometimes paradoxical insights,
Aching for Beauty builds bridges from the past to the present, East to West, history to literature, imagination
to reality.

Wang Ping, born in Shanghai, came to the United States in 1985. Her books include short stories, American
Visa (1994); a novel, Foreign Devil (1996); and poetry, Of Flesh and Spirit (1998). She also edited and
cotranslated New Generation: Poems from China Today (1999). She has a Ph.D. in comparative literature
from New York University and teaches creative writing at Macalester College in St. Paul, Minnesota.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Jennings:

The book untitled Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in China is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
get the e-book of Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in China from the publisher to make you considerably
more enjoy free time.

Graciela Johnson:

You can find this Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in China by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing
or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Michael Decker:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in
China as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you
feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book
likes Aching for Beauty: Footbinding in China to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like here.

Gene Lyons:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And also you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to
understand that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually Aching for
Beauty: Footbinding in China.
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