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In 1872, just seven years after his emancipation, a thirty-four-year-old former slave named John Washington
penned the story of hislife, calling it "Memorys of the Past." One hundred and twenty years later, in the
early 1990s, historian Crandall Shifflett stumbled upon Washington's forgotten manuscript at the Library of
Congress while researching Civil War Fredericksburg. Over the ensuing decade, Shifflett sought to learn
more about this Virginia slave and the people and events he so vividly portrays. John Washington's Civil
War presents this remarkable slave narrative in its entirety, together with Shifflett's detailed annotations on
the life-changing events Washington records.

While joining the canon of better-known slave narratives by Frederick Douglass, Harriet Jacobs, and
Solomon Northup, Washington's account illuminates afar different world. The son of a slave woman and an
unknown white man, Washington never lived outside the seventy-five-mile radius that included Richmond
and Fredericksburg, until his emancipation. His narrative spans his experiences as a household dave, a
laborer in the Fredericksburg tobacco factory, and a hotel servant on the eve of the Civil War. He also tells of
his bold venture across Union lines and his experiences as a slave under Union officers.

Washington's recollections allow for asingular look at the more personal aspects of slave life. Forced
attendance at the slaveowner's church, much-anticipated gatherings of neighboring slaves at harvesttime,
even abrief episode of courtship among slaves are among the events described in this remarkable narrative.
On abroader scale, Washington was awitness to key moments of the Civil War, and his chronicle includes
his thoughts about the wider political turmoil surrounding him, including his dramatic account of watching
the Union Army mass around Fredericksburg as it prepared to invade the town. An excellent introduction
and expert annotations by Shifflett reconstruct Washington's life through his death in 1918 and provide
informative historical background and context to Washington's recollections.

An unprecedented window into the life of a Virginia bondsman, John Washington's Civil Warcommunicates

with real urgency what it meant to be a dlave during a period of extreme crisis that sounded the notes of
freedom for some and the end of away of life for others.
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From reader reviews:
Antoine Dgjean:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guysthiskind of aren't like that. This John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative book is readable by
means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
connected with John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
in the form of it. So, do you even now thinking John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative is not
loveable to be your top collection reading book?

M elissa Alfonso:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline John
Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrativeis asingle of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired alot of peoplein the world. When you read
this guide you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will giveyou a
great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

William Roger:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you read a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative will give you a new experience in examining a book.

Debra Jones;

Aswe know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide John Washington's Civil War: A Slave Narrative was filled concerning
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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