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Born to affluence and opportunity in the South's Golden Age, Mary Motte Alston Pringle (1803-1884)
represented the epitome of Southern white womanhood. Her husband, William, was a wealthy rice planter
who owned four plantations and 337 slaves. Her thirteen children included two Harvard scholars, seven
world travelers, three socialite daughters, a U.S. Navy war hero, six Confederate soldiers, one possible Union
collaborator, a Confederate firebrand trapped in the North, an expatriate bon vivant in France, and two
adventuresome California pioneers.

Mary’s World illuminates in lavish detail the world and psyche of this wealthy, well-educated, highly-
principled nineteenth-century Southern planter's wife. This biography was drawn directly from over 2,500
pages of Mary’s unpublished letters, journals and diaries, none of which, she could have imagined, would
ever be read by strangers. Therein lies their power.

In her own words, Mary tells us about the joys, sorrows, frustrations, and terrors she and her family faced
before, during, and after the Civil War. We also learn about the vastly different lifestyles, food, clothing, and
experiences of their 337 slaves. Mary’s World also pays special attention to Lucretia “Cretia” Stewart,
Mary’s favorite servant, Cretia’s husband, Scipio, and their free descendants, some of whom worked for
Mary’s grandchildren well into the twentieth century.

Between 1861 and the Union occupation of Charleston in 1865, Mary and her husband, William, stood
helpless as two sons were killed, another was driven insane, their slaves were freed, their entire social class
was destroyed. Mary felt that God had forsaken her and the the Confederacy. Unable to adapt to the realities
of post-war life, she and William died forlorn relics of The Lost Cause. How they, their children, and slaves
lived before the Civil War, clung desperately to life in the eye of the maelstrom, and coped – or failed to
cope -- with its bewildering aftermath is the story of this book. The letters and images they left behind offer
priceless insights into the roots of Southern social history.
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From reader reviews:

Roxanne Jimenez:

Book is usually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties
in Nineteenth-century Charleston will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate
book with you?

Anne Stewart:

The experience that you get from Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties in Nineteenth-century
Charleston is a more deep you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Mary's World : Love, War, and Family
Ties in Nineteenth-century Charleston giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties in Nineteenth-century Charleston instantly.

Robin Almeida:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties in Nineteenth-century
Charleston it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book has high quality.

Michael Wheeler:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties in
Nineteenth-century Charleston to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open up a book and



study it. Beside that the book Mary's World : Love, War, and Family Ties in Nineteenth-century Charleston
can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their
time.
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