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The monumental statues of Easter Island, both so magisterial and so forlorn, gazing out in their imposing
rows over the island’s barren landscape, have been the source of great mystery ever since the island was first
discovered by Europeans on Easter Sunday 1722. How could the ancient people who inhabited this tiny
speck of land, the most remote in the vast expanse of the Pacific islands, have built such monumental works?
No such astonishing numbers of massive statues are found anywhere else in the Pacific. How could the
islanders possibly have moved so many multi-ton monoliths from the quarry inland, where they were carved,
to their posts along the coastline? And most intriguing and vexing of all, if the island once boasted a culture
developed and sophisticated enough to have produced such marvelous edifices, what happened to that
culture? Why was the island the Europeans encountered a sparsely populated wasteland?

The prevailing accounts of the island’s history tell a story of self-inflicted devastation: a glaring case of eco-
suicide. The island was dominated by a powerful chiefdom that promulgated a cult of statue making,
exercising a ruthless hold on the island’s people and rapaciously destroying the environment, cutting down a
lush palm forest that once blanketed the island in order to construct contraptions for moving more and more
statues, which grew larger and larger. As the population swelled in order to sustain the statue cult, growing
well beyond the island’s agricultural capacity, a vicious cycle of warfare broke out between opposing groups,
and the culture ultimately suffered a dramatic collapse.

When Terry Hunt and Carl Lipo began carrying out archaeological studies on the island in 2001, they fully
expected to find evidence supporting these accounts. Instead, revelation after revelation uncovered a very
different truth. In this lively and fascinating account of Hunt and Lipo’s definitive solution to the mystery of
what really happened on the island, they introduce the striking series of archaeological discoveries they
made, and the path-breaking findings of others, which led them to compelling new answers to the most
perplexing questions about the history of the island. Far from irresponsible environmental destroyers, they
show, the Easter Islanders were remarkably inventive environmental stewards, devising ingenious methods
to enhance the island’s agricultural capacity. They did not devastate the palm forest, and the culture did not
descend into brutal violence. Perhaps most surprising of all, the making and moving of their enormous
statutes did not require a bloated population or tax their precious resources; their statue building was actually
integral to their ability to achieve a delicate balance of sustainability. The Easter Islanders, it turns out, offer
us an impressive record of masterful environmental management rich with lessons for confronting the
daunting environmental challenges of our own time.

Shattering the conventional wisdom, Hunt and Lipo’s ironclad case for a radically different understanding of
the story of this most mysterious place is scientific discovery at its very best.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Orbison:

This The Statues that Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of Easter Island are generally reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Statues that Walked: Unraveling
the Mystery of Easter Island can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that might be will shock your previous
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed versions. Beside that this The Statues that Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of Easter Island
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking
that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Susan Spiegel:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject The Statues that
Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of Easter Island suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Statues that Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of Easter
Islandis a single of several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Nicole Montes:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Statues that Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of
Easter Island, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Estella Pierre:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Statues that
Walked: Unraveling the Mystery of Easter Island which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's notice.
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